
 

 

Collegedale Parks and Recreation Advisory Board 

Meeting Minutes 

May 1, 2018 

I. Call to Order 

Director Hobek called to order the regular meeting of the Collegedale Parks and 

Recreation Advisory Board at 6:03pm on May 1, 2018 in the Staff Training Room in 

Collegedale City Hall. 

II. Roll call 

Secretary Brown conducted a roll call. The following persons were present: David 

Barto, Mike Boyd, Alexander Brown, Parks and Recreation Director Traci Bennett-

Hobek, Public Works Director Eric Sines, and Alice Tym. 

III. Minutes from February Board Meeting 

Director Hobek asked the Board if they had a chance to look over the minutes and if 

there were any questions or changes needed from the February Board meeting. Seeing 

as there were none, the Board approved the February Board meeting minutes. 

IV. Progress 

a) Part-time Assistant Job Opening 

Director Hobek informed the Board that there was a part-time assistant 

position open to the Parks and Recreation department and that she had 

conducted four interviews this week to look for the right candidate. She 

hopes to fill this position in the next couple of weeks. This position will 

help with programs especially in the summer.  

b) City of Collegedale application, Parks and Recreation website, new 

Facebook page 

The City of Collegedale app is out which will help with events. There was a 

question on whether the app will help to push events and updates about 

events for example if we had to cancel an event outdoors due to torrential 

rain in the forecast. Director Hobek said that she is unsure about push 

notifications, but would like to see that feature on the app. The app works 

with the city website and links into the new parks and recreation website. 

There is also a new Parks and Recreation Facebook page and encouraged 

members to Like the page and invite others to the page. 



 

 

c) 50th Anniversary 

(1) Banners 

(a) There are about 25 banners that will be put out throughout Collegedale 

to announce our 50th anniversary. The city is looking to have sponsors 

for each of these banners at $200 apiece and put the individual(s) or 

organizations name on the banner as well for advertising. 

(2) Celebration date on October 21st 

Celebration event at the new Founder’s Hall probably from 5 o’clock 

to 8 o’clock in the evening on October 21. Probably something with 

the SAU Symphony, a video, food trucks, unveiling of mural and 

fireworks. Mr. Barto updated the Board that both buildings currently 

being built should mostly be up before the end of the summer. 

(3) Activities leading up to Celebration 

Looking to have activities through the summer on Wednesdays from 

noon to 3 o’clock in the afternoon. Looking to possibly have a bike 

rodeo and bike parade for or before the 50th celebration event. Looking 

at some other activities to run up to the celebration to garner more 

interest from the public, if any members have any ideas for such 

events, please share with Director Hobek. 

d) July 3rd Freedom Celebration 

Director Hobek informed the Board that a meeting will start this week to 

start putting hashing out everything for the July 3 Freedom Celebration. So 

far it looks like there will be two music venues: Veterans Park and 

Imagination Station, a market at the Commons, possibly a tent to promote 

the Parks and Recreation department, a Glow Run, and of course fireworks. 

Director Hobek asked if flyers for this event could be posted to places that 

each of the board members knew would give attention. It was also asked if 

flyers could be posted at Hulsey Wellness Center, which Mr. Boyd said 

would be fine. It was also asked to share this event on social media. 

e) Collegedale Inspires Healthier Living update 

The committee has met and is growing a bit at a time. The board was also 

informed that there is a clarification from the previous board meeting. The 

board was told that part of the task to continue to be designated a Healthier 

Living community that we would need to get 1,200 people involved per 



 

 

initiative, instead it is 1,200 people total. There are already some churches, 

SAU, and other organizations that are pledging to get involved. Currently 

working on attention to diabetes and smoking campaign.  

f) Programs 

Storytelling Festival, Fireside Chats, Famous American Impersonators (Ex. 

Theodore Roosevelt, Abraham Lincoln, etc.), work with the Tennessee 

Wildlife Resource Agency and the State Park Rangers to have animals 

exhibition events and/or talks by each agency on a specific topic to help 

educate the public. There is a Biology teacher at the University of 

Tennessee at Chattanooga that would like to talk about wild flowers. There 

is still the idea of an outdoor classroom and outdoor leadership, possibly 

working with Southern Adventist University. Was informed that other 

programs that Director Hobek would like to see are pertaining to rocks, 

creek or freshwater life, lichens, and trees; but each would need to have a 

professional that would be willing to talk about such topics. The Board was 

told that the department could still use more ideas for programs to help 

children and adults, so please share if you have any. 

g) Partnerships 

(1) The Commons and Collegedale Tomorrow Foundation 

Looking to partner for Movies at the Commons, Collegedale Market, and 

other events. 

(2) Bike Grant, Cycling Summit 2019 

Looking at getting a Bike Grant as there is a lively community of bike 

riders in Collegedale. Looking at having riding events for causes, a bike 

rodeo as referred to above, a bike parade, and other bike related events. 

(3) REI 

Have contacted Recreational Equipment, Inc. (REI) to see about 

sponsoring and/or donating items to help with our programs and events. 

(4) UTC 

This year we are working the University of Tennessee at Chattanooga for 

our outdoor classroom program and looking to next year for survey and 

internships. 

 



 

 

(5) Geocaching Club 

Looking at geocaching as it seems to be popular in this area, will be 

meeting with many interested in geocaching soon. 

(6) Others 

Pokemon Go, Munzy, National Night Out, Soap Box Derby, etc. 

h) Collegedale Parks and Recreation Foundation, Inc. 

The papers for the foundation are done, so overall everything that needs to 

be done to make this organization is almost done. We need a representative 

from this Board. It was suggested that Mr. Steve Erickson be asked if he 

would like to join the governing body of the Foundation. 

V. Future 

a) Public Works, Park & Recreation Responsibilities/Services 

Director Hobek informed the Board that the responsibilities and services 

provided by the Public Works Department will stay the same when it 

concerns parks and recreational events. The focus of the Parks and 

Recreation Department will be on programming for now. 

b) Budget 

Director Hobek informed the Board that $9,300 was budgeted for the Parks 

and Recreation Department for programming. 

VI. Board Discussion 

Discussion went to several topics like the revamping of the horse shoe pits, making a 

bridge like the swing bridge at Hiwassee from the pickleball courts to the Commons, 

making a zip line through some of our wooded area, there was a question about the 

creation of statues and the mural of people that helped form the City of Collegedale, 

and there was mention of a reward system of sorts that the State Parks and National 

Parks use to challenge and incentivize people to exercise and hike that could be used by 

the Parks and Recreation Department. 

VII. Adjournment 

Director Hobek adjourned the meeting at 7:10pm. 

 



 

 

Minutes submitted by:  Alexander R. Brown, Secretary 

Minutes approved by:   


	Collegedale Parks and Recreation Advisory Board
	Meeting Minutes

